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ABSTRACT

This study examines selected female characters in modern Bengali
novels through a comparative analysis of Sarat Chandra
Chattopadhyay and Mahasweta Devi. It investigates how their
women characters negotiate patriarchy, family control, caste, class
inequality, poverty, and cultural expectations. The study uses textual
and comparative analysis to examine characterization, social
position, agency, resistance, and identity. Sarat Chandra’s fiction is
studied within colonial Bengali society, where women face
restrictive customs, domestic oppression, widowhood, and unequal
moral standards. Mahasweta Devi’s fiction is examined within
postcolonial  contexts marked by tribal marginalisation,
displacement, economic exploitation, and political violence. The
comparison shows a movement from domestic suffering and moral
resistance to collective struggle and political assertion. The study
contributes to feminist and comparative Bengali literary studies by
demonstrating that women characters articulate dignity, autonomy,
social justice, and transformation.

Keywords: Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay; Mahasweta Devi;
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